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MILLER CENTER IN PEKIN,ILLINOIS
Greetings everyone, have we had enough
winter yet, are you making plans for your Pond
or Water Feature this
year? I sure am!
The address for our first
meeting of 2008 will be,
The Miller Senior Center, 551 S. 14th St., Pekin, Ill. 9:00 AM.
This meeting will touch
on winter problems,
should we or should we
not leave the pond running, and preventive
maintenance issues,

along with preparing to
open our ponds. Also it
will be great to reunite
with fellow pond friends.
Please share your success stories and oppps’s
with us for a learning
experience for all of us.

December Birthdays:
Lori Kruger
Bev Thompson
=======================

Special points of interest:

January Birthdays:

• Winter Ponding, B-r-r-r-r-r-r

Peter Barclay

• Tom and Cheryl Ivey Pond

Cathy Collins

• ALWAYS REMEMBER TO BRING
LAWN CHAIRS ,JUST IN CASE!

Jay Saver

November Birthday:

Patty Kramer

Marilyn Roley

February, 2008

Nora Heruth

——————————
Cheryl Ivey
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February Birthdays:

Dan Roley

Steve Depew

Sheldon Bevard

Denese Bevard

Don Brubaker

Barb Luick

Warren Gay

Pat Gay

Cat got
the mouse

• Feel free to take a gander at our
web site, Allan is trying to keep it
updated.
• Wish our Birthday babies a happy
when you see them.
• Please submit your pond for the
feature of the month.
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THROUGH THE FISH EYE
TO PUMP OR NOT TO PUMP
===================
Winterizing your pond can
be quite painless, skipping this
simple procedure can create irreversible long-term problems for
your fish and water quality. How
your pond goes to bed in the fall is
how it will wake up in the spring.
The only BIG decision you will
have to make is whether or not to
continue to run your waterfall and
biological filter thru the winter.
Listed will be some pros and cons
please read carefully.
When deciding to run your
pump all winter take into consideration checking it on a twice daily
schedule, so as to correct any ice
developing in water ways and to
remove the ice so you don’t direct
your water flow out of your pond.
If indeed you have a water fall of
any significance, be sure ice sickles don’t develop that can fall and
puncture your liner.
REMEMBER
When your pump cycles the water
in your pond each hour through the
water fall, your water temperature
drops each time it is exposed to the
freezing air, this will create a “cold
pond!” Your pump should be in
the top third of your pond to avoid
cycling warm water into the colder
water, the fish will be hibernating

By Ron Kramer taken from Mbrs Guide

in the warmer water. This also prevents debris from being stirred up
and clouding the water.
When you do your daily
checks, if you notice a slush effect
developing, shut down your pump
and add a tank heater. (this can
occur if temperatures dip down
drastically)
As you can see there are
disadvantages to running your waterfall during the winter months,
you can use a tank heater and a
supplement air pump to carry your
pond thru the winter without running your waterfall.
=========================
HIBERNATION
(FISH)
Winter hits and your pond
water temperatures will be between 43-36 degrees, they become
in a “torpid” state. This means
their senses such as smell and taste
are inoperative but they still can
see and respond to touch, and water movement that is below the
surface of the pond.
The metabolism of your fish is
very slow during this time, and
they will be hesitant to eat., your
fish will start their semihibernation at temperatures of 40
degrees.
What you see when you view them
this winter is Koi on the bottom of

the pond, huddled together, all fins
except the tail fin clamped tightly
against their body. They are conserving heat this way, each fin is
supplied with tiny blood vessels
through which heat escapes if the
fish does not keep their fins
clamped to their body.
The major cooling area for
a Koi is its gills, warm water can
be cooled by passing over the gill
filaments. This can be a critical
point when water temperatures are
below 36 degrees, the risk of ice
crystals forming in the gill membranes become a problem. Water
expands when it freezes, causing
these crystals to break and the cells
in the gills and the Koi die.
Don’t shovel snow in to
your pond, this creates slush which
is again harmful to the Koi. Do
shovel snow off your pond and
place the snow off to the side of
the pond.
The immune system of a Koi when
the temperature is below 54 degrees does not produce antibodies.
What this means is that the specials cells that seek out and destroy
pathogens are turned off. Unfortunately many bacteria and viruses
are still active at this temperature.
Point Being: if you see your fish
lying at the bottom, fins tightly
clamped, “Leave Them Alone”
They are Hibernating!!!
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TOM AND CHERYL IVEY’S POND
In the summer of ’99, the Iveys decided to add
a small 100 gallon pre-formed pond to the area
around their deck. They enjoyed it so thoroughly that the next year they (okay, she)
decided that the area that at one time had a
vegetable garden where few vegetables grew
because of the shade would look much better
as a pond than as a vegetable garden. So the
rest is history. The first year we had our pond,
we added water lilies and goldfish (assuming
that if the fish didn’t make it, it was less expensive to replace goldfish than koi). That
winter we lost all of our goldfish to a famous
blue heron. We then joined the Prairieland
Koi and Pond Society to get tips on all the
things we had done wrong with our pond.
Our first PKPS meeting was a bus trip to Indiana to visit a wholesale water gardening operation as well as to tour some beautiful ponds
in the area. Well, back to the Ivey’s pond.
That year I bought a dollar raffle ticket only to
become the winner of 10 baby Koi. We were
now Koi parents! We again had a good summer and that winter we again lost all of our
fish to the blue heron.
That was the time that Tom decided to make
the pond deeper!! Tom spent most of the summer digging, moving rocks, digging, and moving rocks. The pond is now approximately 36
inches at its deepest point and about 24 inches
at the shallow end. We have also added a
couple stone houses for the fish to hide in. We
now consider this our $15,000 pond as Tom
blew out his knee and had to have surgery
from his digging and moving rocks experience.
Since that time, we have not lost any fish (you
may see a skinnier blue heron around). We
have added a bridge over our stream. Last
year we added a fire pit area, lighting, and a
path to the lake behind our home. We also
added another bridge (which we won during
the 2006 Pond Tour) on the pathway to the
lake and have added a dry creek bed.
I guess that you may say that we’re HOOKED
on ponds!!
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by Cheryl Ivey
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TID BITS OF INFO

researched by Ron Kramer

POND FEATURE
I’m hoping some of you will be
willing to let me do a feature in the
newsletter on your pond this year.
We have lots of ponds and water
features that other members would
really be interested in viewing. So
please, give me a call or drop an
email to me and I will make arrangements to be able to visit your
pond/water feature at your convenience Here is the information I
would like to obtain from you:

Holy Crap, its February 1st and we
got 6-8 inches of snow. I guess my
idea about getting a jump on
spring clean up is postponed, I
know, I know, its still winter!!!

In the April issue of the journal
Neuron, researchers from Wayne
State University School of Medicine and the Pennsylvania College
of Optometry announced that they
had used gene-transfer technology
to transfer chemicals found in
green algae cells to partially restore the ability of the mouse retina to encode light signals and
transmit the light signals to the visual cortex.

3. Method of digging

=========================
Tom Trotter called me and
It seems that Wildlife Prairie Park
is having an event that perhaps
some of us could participate in by
answering questions and providing
some information to the general
public as to who we are and what
we represent, would some of you
be interested in doing this? Sounds
like fun to me!

4.Overall Shape

=========================

“Boy, could I make a deal with
them”!

Would anyone like to host a club
meeting for us? I have two (2)
date’s left to fill, they are:

(I saw this article in “ The Water
Gardener” It’s a quarterly publication from Blue Thumb Publications. Kip Northrup is the Publisher & Editor-in-Chief.

1. Size (gallons)
2. Depth

5. Special Features of your
Pond/water feature
6.# of fish and types
7. Length of time it took
You to build

4/12/08 and

9. Varieties and # of Plants

5/10/08 We could sure use your
help on this issue, or info on location.

10. Any future expansions

=========================

8. Type of filtration

Please send to my home:

email:/phone 309-353-5736——
Buggs844@insightbb.com

Don’t forget to look over some of
the books that our librarian (Mary
Depew ) will bring to our meetings. I’m wanting to put in another
water fall this year, I ‘m sure Mary
has a book or two to help me.

Cell #— 309-645-445

=========================

Ron Kramer
1408 So. 14th St.
Pekin, Il. 61554

In the future, they hope to develop
a treatment for retinal degenerative
diseases that will allow people to
see again!!! WOW.

=========================
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MEETING LOCATIONS
PKPS MEETING LOCATIONS
========================
2/9/08==The Miller Center
551 S. 14th, Pekin
3/8/08==Kullscapes
1401 Meadows Ave.
East Peoria
4/12/08==TBA
5/10/08==TBA
6/14/08==Allan/Lori Kruger
606 Hamilton, Lincoln
7/12/08==Ron/Patty Kramer
1408 S. 14th Pekin
8/9/08===Nora Heruth
120 Calumet Rd

I don’t think we will need
the lawn chairs at the meeting at
Miller center Feb 9th, However, its
always safe to bring them anyway,
Just in case!!!!!!
=========================

Marquette Heights
9/13/08==Steve/Mary Depew
1833 Highwood Ave
Pekin
10/11/08==Tom/Cheryl Ivey
1912 Highwood Ave
Pekin
11/8/08===Knights Of Columbus
Club Banquet

Always feel free to jump in
with Ponding topics to share, we
all want to learn how to do things
easier and better.
=========================
If anyone has a topic for
the newsletter, let me know and
we can do some research and get it
in to share with everyone.

=========================
I will pay for this one!!

Prairieland Koi
& Pond Society
Ron Kramer
President/Editor
1408 S. 14th Street
Pekin, IL 61554
Phone: 309-645-4459
E-mail: buggs844@insightbb.com

We’re on the web!!!
http://prairieland_pond.tripod.com/

It’s All For the Hobby

Officers
Ron Kramer - President
Editor
645-4459
Sheldon Bevard
Vice-President
346-1526
Jean Clarke - Treasurer
691-6721
Nora Heruth - Secretary
613-0216

Directors
Allen Kruger
Senior Director
Web Site
(217) 732-3250
Lori Kruger - Director
Ways & Means
(217) 732-3250
Mary Depew—Director
Librarian
346-5537

Directors
Tom Ivey - Director
Public Relations
685-5408
Rick Moreland - Director
Food and Beverage
694-5057
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